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Monday, October 9# 1967 -- 2:25 p.m. 


Mr. President: 

You will wish to read this account of a dialogue between Wilfred 
Burchett, the Australian Communist newspaperman, and Wendell S. Me rick 
of U. S. News and World Report . I have the feeling that. Burchett, in fact, 
has quite a lot of insight into Hanoi’s mind / at the presezu^wlth respect to 
negotiations. Most important points are: 

1. The distinction between “talks" and "negotiations. " They appear 
willing to commit themselves to the former, but, according to Burchett, 
negotiations would have to follow when they had decided there was a basis 
for a settlement. 

2. Clearly Hanoi, according to Burchett, draws a sharp line between 
the issues that it has to settle with us and those which have to be settled by 
the South Vietnamese. Hanoi’s thoughts about this are not very different 
from ours except on the question of a coalition government. 

3. Hanoi has ths Idea of a trade off. r In which North Vietnamese troops 
would be withdrawn from the south as we withdraw troops from Vietnam. 

They would for the first t i me , according to Burchett, acknowledge the presence 
of their troops in the south*/ (This would be very hard for them to do without a 
ceasefire because the VC are likely to disintegrate pretty fast if ths North 
Vietnamese troops are heading north. But ho doesn’t mention a ceasefire. ) 


In any ease, since we have very little on what Is going on in the heads 
of the men in Hanoi at this stage, fills is worth reading without regsxdtng it 
as the last word. 


W WRostow: r In 


W. W. Rostow 
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